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J4/99-0071, Misuse of "Digit"

COBOL might use the terms "digit" and "numeric character" inconsistently, but the suggested change from "digit" to "numeric character" is unnecessary.  

Definition 1a of "digit" in the Webster on-line dictionary (at http://www.m-w.com/cgi-bin/dictionary) is the following:

"any of the Arabic numerals 1 to 9 and usually the symbol 0"

Definition 1b is "one of the elements that combine to form numbers in a system other than the decimal system"

At the same site, synonyms for "number" are digit, integer, numeral, whole number, ...

Definition 2 involves "finger".

The order of definitions usually implies some ranking of the definitions according to use; therefore, the use involving "finger" is of lesser significance (in modern usage) than definitions 1a and 1b.

In addition to being unnecessary, a wholesale change from digit to character is undesirable because it introduces at least one error (in proposal item 2).  The "numbers" (digits) 0 through 9 have a defined range, but for the "characters" 0 through 9, a range is dependent on the definition of a coded character set.

99-0071 should be reviewed for valid points of inconsistency, but they should not be resolved by eliminating the use of "digit".b
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